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In Venezuela’s southeast lies the Gran Sabana, or Great Savannah —

g s sl a vast territory boasting one of the oldest geological rock formations

-.hl'" ‘* in the world. Its varied landscapes of mighty rivers, spectacular waterfalls
’ deep gorges and sweeping plains host some of the world’s most unique
species of fauna and flora. They inhabit an area dominated by awe-
inspiring table top mountains, or tepuis. By Kiki Deere
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Kingdom of the Heavens Snaking its way through the savannahs and
rainforests of the highlands, the Kukenan Rivergives birth to the country’s
second most important waterway, the Caroni. Its source is the Kukena
on the homonymous tepui, which reaches a height of over 2,680m above -
level. To the gast sits its better-known sister tepui, the majestic Mount Roraima.
'[_he.indig'enous Pemon people have long revered these mountaintops,

: believing the tepuis to be dwellings of their gods.
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Veil of Mystery Often enveloped in a cloud of mist, signalin cloud
forest ahead, the summit of Mount Roraima soars into the s| pringing
off steep rock ledges; At2, 81m‘n high and 8km across, it is the highest of the
tepui range. It has been,a place shrouded in Iegends andits la p'e
served as inspiratiop-f fﬁf I-ythur Conan Doyle’s novel The Lost World. It acts
as a naturat'border between Venezuela, euyana @md nel.ghbourlng Brazil.
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Life on the Plateau Hg_a%sy year-nound rainfalls make Mount Roraima.oneof = . |

f“"fhe wettest places of imerous.plants, such as theendemie .1 *
carnlvorous marsh pitchers al ndews have adqpted to theboggy t ll'gm;:am '
Iacklng in nutrients by suppl%mentlng their 1 minel ith the flesh.of
|nse¢;;§ Tmy Peb) oads measuring last an |nch escape pre@ors by

ﬁ@%themsel into rubbery balls and bouncmg off the jagggd roc
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- __Na’l:ural Skyscrapers Abundant'precipitation causes torrents to form and
: o spill over the edge of the Pplateaus, gniing riseto some;of theworld s most
2 B * » dramatic wate;falls The Auyan Tepui in the Canaima Natlonal Parki |s the

" _formluable height of 979m, the water has mostly évaporated or been carrled
“away as mist by.the timeiit rea,ches the-toot ofthe mountain: A?nong the
" “hational park’s tepuis |s the tear;shaped Akopan Tepur; whlch forms part of the

© Jane Sweeney / Corbis / Topic Images; Last F{ef_ugé 1 Getty Ir-nast:zs

A
gy

source of Angel FaIIs, the world’s hlghest waterfall. Cascadlng froma

} < Chlmanta'MaSS|f the. largest formatlon of f plateaus in the éountry 1
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formatlons are the résult of ageological prodess of e’?qun that has lasted

mllllons of years. The tepms datepack to the Precgmbrlan perlod overi.5
“billion years ago, wnen @edlmentaw layer of sandstone formed,

u |mately erodlng and fl:acturlng over millions of years. The area is home to

over one hundred tepuis, yét to this day Ies§‘than half ‘have been explored.




KOREAN AIR NAVIGATION
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Korean Air flies Incheon — Atlanta daily.
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e CANAIMA NATIONAL
PARK There are direct flights
from Atlanta to Caracas,
Venezuela’s capital, and then
on to Ciudad Bolivar. From
here small propeller planes
make the one-hour flight to
Canaima village. AUNESCO
World Heritage Site, Canaima
National Park occupies an
area of over 30,000 sgkm,

and is about 65% covered by
table mountain formations.
The flight over Canaima
National Park is worth the trip
alone: Meandering rivers flow
through lush verdant jungle,
with sporadic stray wooden
huts precariously lodged along
the banks. The park is home to
roughly 20,000 Pemon Indians,
who, to this day, maintain
traditional lifestyles as hunter-
gatherers and ancient methods
of agriculture. Many produce
beautiful traditional artifacts,
which can be purchased at
shops in the town of Canaima.

©KUKENAN TEPUI The
colossal Kukenan Tepui has
long been both revered and
feared by the Pemon people,
who claim otherworldly
phenomena have taken place
in this arcane enclave.

To this day it remains mostly

T HE|==O|
Kukenan Tepui

unexplored, mainly due to

its largely inaccessible
summit, with cracks and

rocky mazes flanked by

sheer cliffs. The southernmost
tip of the tepui is the origin

of the country’s second-tallest
waterfall, the Kukenan Falls,
which plummets from a

height of 674m.

© AUYAN TEPUI The 700sgm
heart-shaped Auyan Tepui is
the largest formation of the
Guiana Highlands and is
among its most renowned,
giving rise to the acclaimed
Angel Falls. The tepui gained
worldwide fame when
American gold-hunting
adventurer and pilot Jimmie
Angel accidentally
discovered the falls, which
were subsequently named
after him. The precise story as
to how or why Jimmie Angel
landed on the Auyan Tepui
remains unclear, although
most accounts point towards a
hunt for gold, which ultimately
led to a heavy landing that left
him and his passengers
stranded on the peak.
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More travel information is available
from @ HANJIN TRAVEL
www.kaltour.com
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