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ON THE SCENE: BAGLIONI HOTEL CARLTON, MILAN

It’s all too easy to miss the black plague of the Baglioni while hotfooting it from Dolce to Prada
along the cobbled, boutique-packed via della Spiga. One of the few places where we'd rather
slip in through the back door (the official entrance is around on the main artery of via Senato),
it's the only hotel in town with such dangerously direct access to Milan’s most fashionable
street. Inside, however, it shrugs off discreet in favour of an opulent fantasy of textural delights:
silks, velvets and marble. Acres of marble. Antique furniture and parguet floors are polished to
amirror-like gleam, ornate Murano chandeliers dangle above leopard-print chairs and windows
are thickly draped with floral brocade. During fashion weeks, play Vogue bingo in the neoclassical
lobby: Giorgio Armani and Kate Moss are among those who could be on your scorecard. And
it they are not sleeping here, they are most definitely eating here. Il Baretto restaurant is the
city’s power lunch spot where industrialists, politicians and head honchos converge. The
design riffs off an English gentleman’s club (racing-green tartan carpets, dark wood-panelled
walls). But from the tender cotoletta alla Milanese to the separate smoking room, the rest of it
is pure Milan. KIKI DEERE baglionihotels.com. Doubles from about £250
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